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shoes peep out from the leafy mantle. Holes are made In
it for him to see through, and two of the children lead the
Little Leaf Man that he may not stumble or fall Singing
and dancing they take him from house to house, asking for
gifts of food such as eggs, cream, sausages, and cakes.
Lastly, they sprinkle the Leaf Man with water and feast on
the food they have collected.1 At Rollshausen on the Leaf-clad
Schwalm, in Hesse, when afternoon service is over on Whit- S^JjJf1
sunday, the schoolboys and schoolgirls go out into the suntide.
wood and there clothe a boy from head to foot in leaves so
that nobody would know him. He is called the Little
Whitsuntide Man. A procession is then formed. Two
boys lead their leaf-clad playfellow; two others precede him
with a basket; and two girls with another basket bring up
the rear. Thus they go from house to house singing
hymns or popular songs and collecting eggs and cakes in
the baskets. When they have feasted on these, they strip
their comrade of his verdant envelope on an open place in
front of the village.2 In some parts of Rhenish Bavaria at
Whitsuntide a boy or lad is swathed in the yellow blossom
of the broom, the dark green twigs of the firs, and other
foliage. Thus attired he is known as the Quack and goes
from door to door, whirling about in the dance, while an
appropriate song is chanted and his companions levy
contributions.8 In the Fricktal, Switzerland, at Whitsuntide
boys go out into a wood and swathe one of their number in
leafy boughs. He is called the Whitsuntide-lout (Pfingst-
lummel), and being mounted on horseback with a green
branch in his hand he is led back into the village. At the
village-well a halt is called and the leaf-clad lout is dis-
mounted and ducked in the trough. Thereby he acquires
the right of sprinkling water on everybody, and he exercises
the right specially on girls and street urchins. The urchins

1 F. A. Reimann, Deutsche Folks-     nischen Vorzeit (Marburg, 1888), p. 70.

feste im neunzehntcnjahrhund&rt (Wei-         3 Bavaria, Landes- und Volkskunde

mar, 1839), pp. 159^.; W. Mannhardt,     des Konigreichs Bayern, iv. 2, pp. 359

BaumkultuS) p. 320; A. Witzschel,     sq. Similarly in the De'partement de

Sagtn> Sitten und Gebrduchc aus Thiir-     PAin (France) on the first of May eight

ingent p. 211.                                         or ten boys unite, clothe one of their

number in leaves, and go from house

8 W. Kolbe, Hessische Volks-Sitten .   to house begging (W. Mannhardt,

und Gtbrauchc im Lichte der heid-     Baumkultu$> p. 318),